
Mora na maidine dhuit - From The Chieftain 
When we (as in Natalie) pub-
lished our first O’Driscoll newslet-
ter, “The Shamrock” in February, 
the Clan Gathering seemed 
months away…and it was.  And 
now, in just a few weeks, we’ll be 
in Baltimore.  My request for in-
formation for this second edition 
received a significant number of 
articles.  Hopefully I remembered 
to send all the ones I received 
along to Natalie.  Thank you eve-
ryone who got in touch. 

 

You will find the agenda for this 
year’s Gathering in this edition 
but I caution that it may change 
slightly between now and June 
25th.  As the date moves closer, 
check the website at http://
w w w . b a l t i m o r e . i e /
baltimore_festivals_west_cork/
odriscoll.html for the latest ver-
sion. 

 

I also urge everyone to check this 
w e b s i t e ,  h t t p : / /
www.skibbheritage.com/  and 
take time to familiarize your-

selves with the Centre and its 
activities.  The Skibbereen Heri-
tage Centre was chosen this year 
to host the first National Famine 
Memorial Day.  That speaks vol-
umes for the role that Skibbereen 
and the surrounding communi-
ties, including Baltimore, had 
forced on them by the ‘Great 
Hunger.” 

 

I hope everyone takes time to 
read Eamon Lankford’s article on 
the Cape Clear Museum, and 
that those of us attending the 
Gathering make a point of visiting 
the Museum during our day trip 
to Clear Island. 

 

Lastly, as I complete my term as 
Clan Chieftain, I want to thank 
the Baltimore 2000 Committee 
and the citizens of Baltimore for 
their hospitality that makes our 
annual family get-together such a 
grand party.   I hope that every 
O’Driscoll, Driscoll, Driskell, and 
all those, regardless of surname, 
that have O’Driscoll blood, have 

the opportunity to attend a Gather-
ing or at least visit Baltimore and 
the Islands, because once you do, 
you will know why so many of us 
make the trip every year. 

 

Health and long life to you all, 
cousins!  May your glass be al-
ways full and your heart ever light. 

 

Bruce Driscoll 

Clan Chieftain 
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 FUNDING for Cork's 
roads, which was cut by 
almost €2.5 million last 
month, has been slashed 
by a further €400,000.  
Fine Gael Cllr John But-
timer said the cuts will 
force city officials to tear 
up a list of road improve-
ment projects agreed 
last December based on 
projected funding sup-
plied by central govern-
ment.  
Councillors across the 
city's six electoral wards 
agreed at the time to 
essential roads resurfac-
ing, footpath renewal, 
improvements in public 
realm and enhanced 
public lighting.  
But it emerged last 
month that the city's 
2009 roads budget - 

which had been esti-
mated last December at 
€6.9 million - has been 
cut by €2.7m to just 
€4.2m.  
That decision has thrown 
the future of the Corn-
market Street revamp 
into doubt. A €1m fund-
set aside to advance 
theproject was slashed 
to just €41,000.  
The city's regional traffic 
management fund was 
also slashed from 
€790,000 to €90,000.  
The latest cutbacks are 
in the National Roads 
Authority block grant for 
the upkeep and mainte-
nance of primary routes 
in the city.  
Mr Buttimer tried to quiz 
city officials on Monday 
on the nature of the cuts, 

and how they will impact 
on agreed projects. But 
officials remained tight-
lipped.  
He called last night for 
engineers in the coun-
cil's roads directorate to 
bring forward a new pro-
gramme of work based 
on the current project 
grant.  
"This information should 
be made available be-
fore polling day so that 
the people of Cork are 
aware of the true nature 
of cuts being imposed on 
the city," he said.  
Despite the cutbacks, 
city officials have given 
assurances that a 
€500,000 upgrade of the 
St Luke's junction on the 
north side of the city will 
not be affected.  

Cork roads funding slashed by further 
€400,000  
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Do you know any Irish News?  Have you seen any great (or bad) Irish Films, read any Irish books, or 
listened to any Irish music that you would like to tell us about?  Being attuned to the culture of Ireland 
is a great way to keep in touch with our familial roots.  Please feel free to tell us what you think about 
all things Irish! 

In The Magdalene Sisters (2002), 
director Peter Mullin examines 
one of Ireland’s more recent 
tragic and disturbing episodes in 
the history of a country that has 
seen more than its share of trag-
edy and turmoil.  Exposing the 
true story of a system where ‘bad 
girls’, some of whom may have 
done nothing more than behave 
flirtatiously, could be locked away 
for an indeterminate number of 
years with no chance for ‘appeal’, 
Mullin follows the experiences of 
t h r e e  s u c h  u n l u c k y 
souls.  Through the eyes of these 
young women, cast out by both 
society and their own families and 
sent to one of Ireland’s Catholic-
run ‘Magdalene Laundries’, Mullin 
unfolds a stirring tale of the hard-
ships, forced labour, humiliations 
and endless abuse these women 
suffered at the hands of the Nuns 

and Priests who were charged with 
their care.  

Heartfelt and moving, this film is 
told entirely from the viewpoint of 
the young women, verified by per-
sonal accounts of the women who 
finally managed to leave the facili-
ties.  While offering a frightening 
view of what actually happened, no 
attempt is made to define or ex-
plain the possible motivation be-
hind the actions of the Magdalene 
Sisters or the Priests involved in 
the scandal.  Mullin has chosen his 
actors well as the main characters 
are well-developed and portrayed 
with an intense yet sympathetic 
style.  This movie will, at times, 
break your heart, enrage you, and 
leave you wondering how it could 
be possible that the Magdalene 
Laundries managed to continue 

into the mid-1990s before steps 
were finally taken to shut them all 
down.     

By Marilyn and Shauna Driscoll. 

 

Rating:  4 shamrocks out of five! 

Irish Movie Review—The Magdalene Sisters 

The Magdalene 
Sisters (2002) 

Based on True 
Events 

Winner – Best Pic-
ture, Venice Film 
Festival 




